
 

Sify and MERLOT in alliance to increase efficacy of learning and quality of online 
learning materials and services 

Sign MOU to work together to realize shared goals and objectives 

Chennai, India and Long Beach, CA, USA, July 20, 2009. Sify Technologies Limited, (NASDAQ National 
market: SIFY), a leader in enterprise data services and consumer Internet with global delivery 
capabilities; and MERLOT, an international cooperative formed for the purpose of aggregating and 
making freely accessible high quality online resources to improve learning and teaching within higher 
education, announced today the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) by which both 
organizations would co-operate to develop plans and implement programs to serve and benefit both 
parties and their constituencies. 

Sorel Reisman, Managing Director, MERLOT, and Vice President of Publications of the IEEE Computer 
Society, said, “This is an initiative that will greatly complement our efforts to realize MERLOT’s vision of 
being a premiere online community where faculty, staff, and students from around the world share their 
learning materials and pedagogy. Our alliance will enable us to jointly analyze, design and develop 
educational solutions for higher education in collaboration with MERLOT communities. We believe this 
will greatly enhance our ability to achieve our goal of improving the effectiveness of teaching and 
learning by increasing the quantity and quality of peer reviewed online learning materials that can be 
easily incorporated into faculty designed courses”. 

Devraj Shetty, Business Head, Sify eLearning Services, Sify, said, “We are indeed delighted to partner 
with MERLOT for the best in online teaching, learning and training tools and applications. Sify and 
MERLOT share the mission of improving the efficacy of teaching and learning by expanding the quantity 
and improving the quality of online learning materials and services. To do this, we bring cutting-edge 
expertise, experience and applications to the alliance. Combined with the guidance of the diverse 
educational community members that MERLOT represents, this will result in successful collaboration to 
transform learning, education and training”. 

This unique relationship will result in Sify and MERLOT working together to achieve their common goals 
with regard to raising the standard of online education, training and learning tools and applications: to 
effectively and efficiently serve their constituents by providing joint community activities and promoting 
the sharing of tools and resources; to enable the higher online education community to take advantage 
of high quality online resources and services through the collaborative efforts of Sify and MERLOT; and 
to provide opportunities for greater collaboration between the members of each other’s constituents, 
thereby adding value to them. 

 

 

 

 

 



About MERLOT: 

MERLOT is a leading edge, user-centered, searchable collection of peer reviewed and selected higher 
education, online learning materials, catalogued by registered members and a set of faculty 
development support services. MERLOT's vision is to be a premiere online community where faculty, 
staff, and students from around the world share their learning materials and pedagogy.  

MERLOT's strategic goal is to improve the effectiveness of teaching and learning by increasing the 
quantity and quality of peer reviewed online learning materials that can be easily incorporated into 
faculty-designed courses.  

MERLOT’s activities are based on the creative collaboration and support of Individual Members,  
Institutional Partners, Corporate Partners and Editorial Boards. 

Integral to MERLOT’s continuing development of faculty development support services are its: 

•       Building and sustaining online academic communities 

•       Online teaching and learning initiatives 

•       Building, organizing, reviewing, and developing applications of online teaching-learning materials  

MERLOT maintains its currency through ongoing and continuing communication with its worldwide 
supporters in a variety of ways, including the annual MERLOT International Conference, the Journal of 
Online Learning and Teaching (JOLT), member publications, news, and our new Voices website to enable 
MERLOT users to communication with others. 

About Sify: 

Sify is among the largest Managed Enterprise and Consumer Internet Services companies in India, 
offering end-to-end solutions with a comprehensive range of products delivered over a common 
telecom data network infrastructure reaching 500+ cities and towns in India.  

Sify also caters to the global markets in the specialized domains of eLearning Services and Remote 
Infrastructure Management Services. The eLearning Services business designs, develops, and delivers 
state-of-the-art digital learning solutions catering to for-profit, non-profit organizations, and 
governmental organizations in the fields of hi-tech, engineering, environment, healthcare, education, 
and finance. The Remote Infrastructure Management Services provides dependable and economical 
solutions around managed services, hosting, and monitoring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://taste.merlot.org/facdevelopment.html


A significant part of the company's revenue in India is derived from Corporate Services in India, which 
include corporate connectivity, network and communications solutions, security, network management 
services, enterprise applications and hosting. Sify is recognized as an ISO 9001:2000 certified service 
provider for network operations, data center operations and customer support, and for provisioning of 
VPNs, Internet bandwidth, VoIP solutions and integrated security solutions, and ISO 27001 certified for 
Internet Data Center operations. Sify has licenses to operate NLD (National Long Distance) and ILD 
(International Long Distance) services and offers VoIP back haul to long distance subscriber telephony 
services. The company is India's first enterprise managed services provider to launch a Security 
Operations Center (SOC) to deliver managed security services. A host of blue chip customers use Sify's 
corporate service offerings.  

 
Consumer services include broadband home access, dial up connectivity and the e-port cybercafé chain 
across 249 cities and towns. Sify.com the consumer portal of Sify has sub portals like 
www.samachar.com, www.walletwatch.com, www.sifymax.com and www.chennailive.in, 
www.bangalorelive.in, www.mumbailive.in, www.hyderabadlive.in the city based live video on the web. 
The content is available in various Indian languages, which include Hindi, Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada 
and Tamil. 
 
For more information about Sify, visit www.sifycorp.com 
 

 

 

http://www.samachar.com/
http://www.walletwatch.com/
http://www.sifymax.com/
http://www.chennailive.in/
http://www.bangalorelive.in/
http://www.mumbailive.in/
http://www.hyderabadlive.in/
http://www.sifycorp.com/

