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From Your Wine Steward — Gerry Hanley
Dear MERLOT Leadership Community,

We at MERLOT wish you, your family, and friends a most enjoyable upcoming hotidgyQ @ S
accomplished much this year thanks to yteadership, enthusiasm, and energyknow that

each minute you spend on MERLOT is a minute you could have spent responding to the 100
other demands you have on your timélot only are weat MERLOT grateful, but all the people
around the world who nowan save minutes, hours, days by using your shared expertise
captured in MERLOT are grateful as well.

The financial crisis in the world is having its consequences in education, affecting faculty, staff,
students, librarians, administrators, and others.tid¢ upcoming Midyear Meeting in Dallas

¢SElFrazx ¢6SQft O2yiliAydzS G2 RS@OSt2L) &GNI GS3aAsSa 7T
We can help reduce the cost of education by providing free access to quality COMERLOT

is one of the solution stratédgSa F2NJ G KS a¢ SEG oV @rgvideaF F2 NRF 0 A £ A L
community of expertise that can help everyone transform their teaching, learning, and support

for education in ways that can be customized for their needs.



| look forward to the upcoming year wking with all of you and through our collective
leadership, finding ways to make the world a better educated place for all.

Holiday Cheers,
Gerry
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Feature Article:

Start Planning for MIC09

FMERIOT LGQ& ySOSNI (22 Satbu e 200 MERLONEternatioraly’ y A y 3

Conference.Mark the dates on your calendar nowhe conference will be

;—."?g@\\ held at the Doubletree Hotel in San Jose, California from AugtisiolBs".
’\vlé( ' You can find out more information at:
y(g http://conference.merlot.org/2009

a"/

Teaching and Learni ' ich i i
g kel More importantly, proposals are dukebruary 16, 2009, which is really just
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- GNRIKG | N2PdzgRSUKESUSNKEN®RE S OKAYI YR
bSug2NJ SRhigyRallvemhave five tracks:

e Track 1: Innovations in Online Teaching and Learning

e Track 2: Faculty Development

e Track 3: Featured Community of Practice: Mathematics and Statistics

e Track 4: Creative Collaborations

e Track 5: Evaluation and Assessment of Success
We are alsdighlighting Mathematics and Statistics as our Communities of Practice.
{ly W2aS Aa (y2s6y |a GKS &/ I LA adiversexrdowd{tist A O2 y
also about an hour from San Francisco, so we believe that people may be plarcatign&

around the conference.

We will again be holding our MERLOT Leadership meeting on the Thursday (August 13), which is
a great opportunity for you to network with others who are the heart of MERLNMke sure

you get your proposal in early!


http://conference.merlot.org/2009/
http://conference.merlot.org/2009/

Update on MERLOT Community

GRAPE Camp Graduates for Fall 08
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GRAPE Camp continued this fall and we graduated 17 people in September and October.
Additionally, there are approximately 18 people registered for GRAPE Camp in Dec@imber.
following individuals are now peer reviewingy MERLOT:
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Name

Topher Gee
Diana Morarescu
Margaret Trim
Bill Svihla
Catherine Honig
Aruna Chandra
Robin Marion
Mary Knutson
Terry Brosche
Tom Rimmer
Kevin Floyd
Julie Santiago
Sarah McCorkle
Gloria Nobles
Victoria Packard
Kathy Autrey
Dorothy Keyser

Keren MeistefEmerich

Mark Geary

{l&a 9RA02NEAR

Institution
UNGCCharlotte
McMaster University

Central Ohio Tech Col.

Indiana State Univ
National Louis Univ.
Indiana State Univ
CSuUCO

Ace Group

UAMS

Macon State College
Macon State College
Ohio Dominican Univ.

American River College
Tex A&M UniversitgKingsvl

Northwestern State U.
Univ of North Dakota
Bresnan College

Dakota State University
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Editorial Board

Biology

Biology

Biology

Business

Business

Business

Faculty Development
Health Sciences

Health Sciences
HealthSciences
Information Technology
Information Technology
Information Technology
Information Technology
Library and Info. Sciences
Math

Music

Statistics

Teacher Education
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Last year we had several Editors who had to resign from their positions either because of
personal or professional conflictd. A { K 2 dzii

really function. Fortunately, we have (more or less) solved a few of those problems.
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JudySertwatka was the Editor of Information Technology, but had to resigi
when she became department chaidowever, she recently agreed to
supervise the Peer Review Process in Information Technoldwpt is terrific
news, not only because Judy has a great deal of experience with MERLC
but also because, as indicated above, we have four new GRAPE Camp
gradudes who are eager to Peer Review in Information Technology.
Welcome back, Judy, and thanks for agreeing to perform this important jg
for MERLOT!

Sincelennifer Grimes had to resign from being Editor of the new Criminal Justice Editorial
Board, there hasot been a lot of activity with Peer Revieldowever, we now have recruited
some additional people, so there are ten people going through atfask Criminal Justice
GRAPE Camfhey will begin reviewing materials in Janudtpow all we need is an Edi! In
the meantime, Cathy Swift will be fulfilling that role with her vast experience in the criminal
world. 6 ¢ K 6 Qa | 221 SHHU

Starting in February, we would like to revive the Engineering Editorial Bdaydu know of
anyone who would be interesteid participating as an Editorial Board Member, please contact
Cathy Swift

Two New Taskforces Underway

There are two new Taskforces who are working to qualify as Editorid
Boards. The English Taskforce is comprised of twelve enthusiastic
people who have already developed a new taxonomy, and are busy
categorizing materials that were formerly in the Language and
Literature category.Some of them are also working on triaging
materials in the English categoridopefully one of them will step up as
Editor and another as Portal Editor. They hope to begin peer reviewing
in February.

We also have an Agriculture Taskforce which has developed the
taxonomy for the disciplineThere arenot a lot of materials in that area,
so they are currently adding materials and making Member Comments.

If you know of someone who would be interested in participating in one of
these communities, please |€athySwift know.

Peer Reviewer Extraordinaire Program Continued for MIC09

For MICO08, we had twelve individuals who qualified for the Peer Reviewer Extraordinaire
Program and received complimentary registrations for the MM& are continuing the

program thisyear. Participants must complete 15 acceptable Peer Reviews between July 1,
2008 and June 30, 200t return for completing the reviews, they will receive complimentary
registration to MIC09 as well as $600 towards their travel expenbkeses who hopdo


mailto:cswift@calstate.edu
mailto:cswift@calstate.edu

participate must send in their application to Cathy Swift by Decemb&(r&iexceptions!).Of
course, this applies to unsupported Peer Reviewers only.

Sorel Visits India

Sorel Reisman is seen releasing a souvenir at the International
. Conference on Bbal Challenges in Engineering Education and
Research at the PSG College of Technology in Coimbatore, In

inauguratingan i Ny F GA2y Il f O2yFTFSNByOS 2y aDf 20l f
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Editorial Board News

Physics Fellow

Surajit Sen (SUNY Buffalo) from the Physics Editorial Board, was ju:
named as a Fellow of the American Physical Socigtis
appointmentwasma8 F2NJ a0 KS RA&a02 OSNE
break and secondary solitary waves form in granular media, for his f ‘
leadership in organizing forums to represent and recognize the Il L. 5
physicists from India and for raising consciousness about the problems and theangsoof
NHzNJ f aOASyOS SRdzOF A2y ACgngratyidtidns, Surajitfhe ( K S
MERLOT Leadership Community appreciates your work you do on MERLOT, too.

Outstanding Professor Award

Dr.Kylie Hsu, Associate Editor of MERLOT World Languages Board,
received the 20008 Outstanding Professor Award from California State
University, Los Angeles (CSULA) on September 15, 2008. Dr. Hsu is
Professor of Chinese and Linguistics in the Department of Modern
Languages and Literatures. She is currently the Coordinator of the Chi
Program and a former Associate Chair of the Department. Over the co
of her career at CSULA, Dr. Hsu has made significant contributions to t
academic community and her professjdar which she received early
tenure and promotion to associate professor, and early promotion to fu
LINPFS&aa2NE a oSttt a GKS ! yAOSN

MRLT Gets Published

The Psychology Editorial Board has recently published an

was written byTom Brinthaupt (Associate EditorMichelle

dia

in early December. Managing Trustee of PSG and Sons Charities
G. Rangaswamy (third left) is receiving the first copy. Sorel was

I Kt f
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article on the psychology resources available in MERLOT. It



Pilati (Editor), andBeverly King (former Associate EditorXBrinthaupt, T. M., Pilati, M., & King,
B. R. (2008). Psychology teachiegaurces in the MERLOT digital learning objects catalog.
Journal of Instructional Psychology, 35, 246245.) An online copy of the article can be found at:
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_mOFCG/is_3 35/ai_n30972522?tag=content;coll

Cris Guenter and MIC 08 Make the News in the Blogsphere!

I NBOSyid oft23 LRadAy3d FNRY GKS !y
and Learnindpttp://ctl.blog.uvm.edu/includes in glowing terms our very own
Dr. Cris Guenter, California State Univers#ghico who serves on our Teacher
Education Editorial Board as well as a powerful narrative on theepsainal

development value of our MIC08. SNBE Q& G KS LRAaAGAYy3Y

ﬁ\/ly conference event this year found me in MinneapMBRLOTE, Mi nnesot
International Conference (Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching). Serving as a

multimedia developer for the Center for Teaching & Learning | felt right at home amongst my peers. On the

menu this year at MERLOT was WEB 2.0 technologies, collaborative onli ne tools (blogs, wikis), digital

archives and the hot  -topic of the year, online 3D communities as educational spaces.

The conference, which began August 7th and ran through August 10th was attended by faculty and

instructional design staff from across the US and North America, as well as many international attendees.
Having only attended a few conferences in my life and MERLOT being the biggest and the first professional
conference | left the Green Mountain State to attend, | was almost shocked by how frie ndly the other
attendees were, | was delighted to discover that my greatest learning tools were not as much the materials

being taught at the conference, but the attendees and presenters | interacted with. The conversations that
occurred after and between sessions were often just as informative as the actual instructional sessions.

However there were several sessions that | attended that | found of particular interest, one such session,

Understanding Web 2.0 Technologies: Using Wikis, Blogs & Podcasting which was presented by  Cris

Guenter (California State University, Chico) stuck with me through the entire conference. The workshop

focused on introducing various types of WEB 2 .0 collaborative tools to the audience and giving everyone an

opportunity to try for them. In my personal situation most of the tools Dr. Guenter introduced to were ones

we are currently running workshops on at UVM, the value of the session for me came fro m learning how Dr.

Guenter chose to instruct her audienceups$iéerwaarexceparoemphassse
tools on the web that incorporate data from more than one location into a single integrated tool; an example

would be del.icio.us , a social bookmaking tool, combining social networking with bookmaking links.

In addition to hosting the conference, the MERLOT organization itself is an excellent repository for
educational resources. | would suggest ch ecking out their site to see what materials are available for use!
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm

Many of the lectures from MERLOT 2007 have also been posted to the website so that those that didndt have
an opportunity to attend a lecture can still benefit from them. | would be more than happy to discuss

MERLOT and their academic offerings, feel free to email me cwwebb@uvm.edu _ or visit me during my Doctor

is In Shift in BHL 303, every Tuesday from 12:30 T 3:00.

Regards,

Will Webb

Center for Teaching and Learningo

Wow, kudos to Cris and to everyone else who helped to make MICO8 a great experience for Will
Webb!


http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0FCG/is_3_35/ai_n30972522?tag=content;col1
http://ctl.blog.uvm.edu/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/Thursday/Guenter_C_Thursday.ppt
http://del.icio.us/
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
mailto:cwwebb@uvm.edu

Business Professors Win Research Award

Susan Moncada, Associate Editor of the Business Editorial Board, co
authored a paper with her husbantiom Moncada, Peer Reviewer for
Business, entitled, "Skillfully Teaching Accounting and Finance Congc
Using Digital Learning ObjectsThe paper was preségd on October
27" and received a Research Award from the International Academy
Business & Public Administration Disciplin€be paper showcases
MERLOT and applies Carla Meskill and Natasha Anthony's (World Languages Editorial Board
Members) Instruabnal Conversation (JOLT, 2007) teaching strategies in the foreign languages
toaccounting./ 2y ANI Gdzf F GA2y&a (2 @2dz 020KXgKIFG  INBI
relationships!

Another Award for Laura

Laura Franklin, Editor of the World Languages Editorial Board, has been
selected for the 2008 Helen WarrinBurke Foreign Language Association of
Virginia Distinguished Service Awafshe received the award in October at
the Foreign Language Association of VA annwdting in Richmond, VA.
Congratulations to Laura for continuing to be a leader in Foreign Language

Fpored

Out and About with MERLOT

education!
" topi

MERLOT Booth at League of Innovation

Recognize any of the folks in the picturBRil Moss, Director of
Educational Partnerships and Planning for MERL4Dfa
Franklin, Editor of the World Languages Editorial Boithelle
Pilati, Editor of the Psychology Editorial Board aneE@dor of
JOLT, andEd Perry, CoEditor of/JOLT represented MERDT and
JorTH G GKS [ SF3dz2S 2F Lyy20I (A2
Information Technology in October in Salt Lake Ciigu can see §
the new MERLOT booth where they spent most of the day talkfg

with people and handing out flyers.Thanks to all four of you fa@ontinuing to promote
MERLOT!

i top
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MERLOT Miscellaneous

We have a new Webmaster for MERL&3on Stanton. Jason was previously employed by the

[ {!' [ KIFIyOStf2NRa hTFAOSSI A& 2Heks beerdmbusy beviingftoh I NJ & A
know the MERLOT system and procedutdesfact,he is currently attending GRAPE Camp to

find out about the MERLOT Peer Review Procésson will be attending the Midyear Meeting

and will get to interact with the Project Directors and Editors

MERLOT Meeting Notices

The Midyear Meeting for Project Directors and Editors will be Batdiary 281 in Dallas,

Texas at the Magnolia HotelRroject Directors and Editors will be meeting together to help

plan MERLOT activities and projects for the upcoming year. Because a number of individuals
have been impacted by budget cuts, part of theeting will have an online component to

make sure we have input from all Partner§he hotel number foreservations is -B88-915
1110,while registration for the meeting can be fouhédre.

Fpiore

Cathy’'s Corner

Dear Cathy:

I’'ve recently heard about Editorial Board Members being “supported” and
others being “unsupported.” | looked up “supported” in my Word Thesaurus
and found synonyms such as “encouraged,” “defended,” “assisted,” and
“cheered on.” | really like doing the Peer Reviews and being on the Editorial
Board. In fact, | feel very encouraged, defended, assisted, and cheered on by my
Editor as well as others on my Editorial Board. Our conference calls make my day. So, does that
mean | am Supported?

Sincerely,

What Am I?

Dear What Am 1?

Hopefully, we can straighten you oufs you know, MERLOT is sustained, both financially and
with in-kind support, by our Academic PartnefBhe irkind support includes nominating

people © be on the Editorial Board as well as supporting them by paying their expenses for


https://www.concentra-cms.com/register/start.action?confId=37

traveling to the MIC (Project Directors and all Editorial Board Members) and Midyear Meeting
(Project Directors and Editorsik is up to each Academic Partner to detereivhether or not
there will be any additional support (i.e. stipend, course release, etc.) for those participating.
Additionally, some of our Academic Partners require that their supported individuals take part
in other activities such as doing workshopegsentations, etc.

Our System Partners are asked to support four people on Editorial Boards, preferably one being
an Editor. A number of those partners support more than fo@ur Campus Partners are asked
to support two people on Editorial Boards.

With the growth in disciplines, and with the need for more completed peer reviews, we have

St O2YSR GdzyadzLLl2 NI SRéE AYRAQDARdzZ f Asldngas LI NI A OA
they meet the requirements for Editorial Boaktembers, they are certainly welcomén fact,

we have several Editorial Boards that are comprised of all unsupported peiaeven have

a number of Editors who are unsupportebh fact, that is the reason we developed the Peer

Reviewer Extraordinairso that these individuals can attend the MERLOT International

Conference.

CKSNEF2NBES 6KSGUKSNI 2NJ y20 @&2dz I NB aadzlJll2 NI SR¢
by one of our Academic Partnersou would have received a formal appointment letter this
fall. And if you are supported, we look forward to seeing you in San Jose at MIC09!

Cheers,

Cathy

Fpiore

JOLT —the Journal of Online Learning and Teaching

The Winter issue of the MERL®@{irnal of Online Learning and
TMERLOT  reaching (30LT) will be available online Decembét aih 16
Journal of Online papers by authors from the USA, Canada, and Australia. In addition,
EEUERRREERE]  the JOLT websitéiitp:/jolt.merlor.org) received nearly 5800
visitorsin November, which isw@r twice the number of visitors
during the same period a year ago. If you woliké to be notified when new issues of JOLT are
available, just visit the JOLT website and click on the SUBSCRIBE link.

Fpiore
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http://jolt.merlor.org/
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MERLOT Statistics

MERLOT Collection as of December 10, 2008
| 20,947 |# items in Collection

2,665 |# of materials w/ a Peer Reviews

| 1,047  |# of materials w/ an assignment
| 65,390 |# of Registered Users

Usage Statistics for January 17 December 1, 2008
| 455,521 |Tota| unique visits

4,536 | Avg. # visits a day

18.5%  |Avg. visitor repeat rate

|
|
| 5 |Avg. # pageslvisit
| 6 min 32 sec |Avg. length of visit

Are you interested in writing for From the Vineyard, or adding news and updates? From the
Vineyard is published December, April, and September. Getting your information in print is

easy. Send your submission to Cathy Swift by the first Wednesday of the month in which

you wish it to be published. Unfortunately we
if you dondédt see your story in the issue, we


mailto:cswift@calstate.edu?subject=Vineyard%20Submission

