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From Your Wine Steward – Gerry Hanley 
  

Dear MERLOT Leadership Community, 
 
We at MERLOT wish you, your family, and friends a most enjoyable upcoming holiday.    ²ŜΩǾŜ 
accomplished much this year thanks to your leadership, enthusiasm, and energy.  I know that 
each minute you spend on MERLOT is a minute you could have spent responding to the 100 
other demands you have on your time.  Not only are we  at MERLOT grateful, but all the people 
around the world who now can save minutes, hours, days by using your shared expertise 
captured in MERLOT are grateful as well. 
 
The financial crisis in the world is having its consequences in education, affecting faculty, staff, 
students, librarians, administrators, and others. At the upcoming Midyear Meeting in Dallas 
¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ a9w[h¢Ωǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΥ  
We can help reduce the cost of education by providing free access to quality content.  MERLOT 
is one of the solution strategƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŜȄǘōƻƻƪ !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  We provide a 
community of expertise that can help everyone transform their teaching, learning, and support 
for education in ways that can be customized for their needs.   
 



I look forward to the upcoming year working with all of you and through our collective 
leadership, finding ways to make the world a better educated place for all. 
 
Holiday Cheers, 
Gerry 
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Feature Article: 

Start Planning for MIC09 

LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ attend the 2009 MERLOT International 
Conference.  Mark the dates on your calendar now.  The conference will be 
held at the Doubletree Hotel in San Jose, California from August 13th to 16th.  
You can find out more information at: 

http://conference.merlot.org/2009/ 
 
More importantly, proposals are due February 16, 2009, which is really just 
άǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 

bŜǘǿƻǊƪŜŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΦέ  This year we have five tracks: 

 Track 1: Innovations in Online Teaching and Learning 

 Track 2: Faculty Development 

 Track 3: Featured Community of Practice: Mathematics and Statistics 

 Track 4: Creative Collaborations 

 Track 5: Evaluation and Assessment of Success 

We are also highlighting Mathematics and Statistics as our Communities of Practice. 

{ŀƴ WƻǎŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ {ƛƭƛŎƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣέ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ  a diverse crowd.  It is 
also about an hour from San Francisco, so we believe that people may be planning vacations 
around the conference. 

We will again be holding our MERLOT Leadership meeting on the Thursday (August 13), which is 
a great opportunity for you to network with others who are the heart of MERLOT.  Make sure 
you get your proposal in early! 

 
  

 

http://conference.merlot.org/2009/
http://conference.merlot.org/2009/
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Update on MERLOT Community 

GRAPE Camp Graduates for Fall 08 

GRAPE Camp continued this fall and we graduated 17 people in September and October.  
Additionally, there are approximately 18 people registered for GRAPE Camp in December.  The 
following individuals are now peer reviewing for MERLOT: 

Name Institution Editorial Board 
Topher Gee UNC-Charlotte Biology 
Diana Morarescu   McMaster University Biology 
Margaret Trim Central Ohio Tech Col. Biology 
Bill Svihla Indiana State Univ Business 
Catherine Honig National Louis Univ. Business 
Aruna Chandra Indiana State Univ Business 
Robin Marion CSU-CO Faculty Development 
Mary Knutson Ace Group Health Sciences 
Terry Brosche 

 

Health Sciences 
Tom Rimmer UAMS Health Sciences 
Kevin Floyd Macon State College Information Technology 
Julie Santiago Macon State College Information Technology 
Sarah McCorkle Ohio Dominican Univ. Information Technology 
Gloria Nobles American River College Information Technology 
Victoria Packard Tex A&M University-Kingsvl Library and Info. Sciences 
Kathy Autrey Northwestern State U. Math 
Dorothy Keyser Univ of North Dakota Music 
Keren Meister-Emerich Bresnan College Statistics 
Mark Geary Dakota State University Teacher Education 

   

²Ƙƻ {ŀȅǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ !ǊŜƴΩǘ DǊŜŀǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΚ 

Last year we had several Editors who had to resign from their positions either because of 
personal or professional conflicts.  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
really function.  Fortunately, we have (more or less) solved a few of those problems. 



Judy Sertwatka was the Editor of Information Technology, but had to resign 
when she became department chair.  However, she recently agreed to 
supervise the Peer Review Process in Information Technology.  That is terrific 
news, not only because Judy has a great deal of experience with MERLOT, 
but also because, as indicated above, we have four new GRAPE Camp 
graduates who are eager to Peer Review in Information Technology.  
Welcome back, Judy, and thanks for agreeing to perform this important job 
for MERLOT! 

Since Jennifer Grimes had to resign from being Editor of the new Criminal Justice Editorial 
Board, there has not been a lot of activity with Peer Review.  However, we now have recruited 
some additional people, so there are ten people going through a fast-track Criminal Justice 
GRAPE Camp.  They will begin reviewing materials in January.  Now all we need is an Editor!  In 
the meantime, Cathy Swift will be fulfilling that role with her vast experience in the criminal 
world.  ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƧƻƪŜΗΗύ 

Starting in February, we would like to revive the Engineering Editorial Board.  If you know of 
anyone who would be interested in participating as an Editorial Board Member, please contact 
Cathy Swift. 

Two New Taskforces Underway 

There are two new Taskforces who are working to qualify as Editorial 
Boards.  The English Taskforce is comprised of twelve enthusiastic 
people who have already developed a new taxonomy, and are busy re-
categorizing materials that were formerly in the Language and 
Literature category.  Some of them are also working on triaging 
materials in the English category.  Hopefully one of them will step up as 
Editor and another as Portal Editor. They hope to begin peer reviewing 
in February. 

 We also have an Agriculture Taskforce which has developed the 
taxonomy for the discipline.  There are not a lot of materials in that area, 
so they are currently adding materials and making Member Comments. 

If you know of someone who would be interested in participating in one of 
these communities, please let Cathy Swift know. 

Peer Reviewer Extraordinaire Program Continued for MIC09 

For MIC08, we had twelve individuals who qualified for the Peer Reviewer Extraordinaire 
Program and received complimentary registrations for the MIC.  We are continuing the 
program this year.  Participants must complete 15 acceptable Peer Reviews between July 1, 
2008 and June 30, 2009.  In return for completing the reviews, they will receive complimentary 
registration to MIC09 as well as $600 towards their travel expenses.  Thos who hope to 

mailto:cswift@calstate.edu
mailto:cswift@calstate.edu


participate must send in their application to Cathy Swift by December 31st (no exceptions!).  Of 
course, this applies to unsupported Peer Reviewers only. 

Sorel Visits India 

Sorel Reisman is seen releasing a souvenir at the International 
Conference on Global Challenges in Engineering Education and 
Research at the PSG College of Technology in Coimbatore, India 
in early December. Managing Trustee of PSG and Sons Charities 
G. Rangaswamy (third left) is receiving the first copy. Sorel was 

inaugurating an intŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ άDƭƻōŀƭ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ t{D /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ 

 

Editorial Board News 

Physics Fellow 

Surajit Sen (SUNY Buffalo) from the Physics Editorial Board, was just 
named as a Fellow of the American Physical Society.  This 
appointment was madŜ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿŀǾŜǎ 
break and secondary solitary waves form in granular media, for his 
leadership in organizing forums to represent and recognize the 
physicists from India and for raising consciousness about the problems and the importance of 
ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  Congratulations, Surajit!  The 
MERLOT Leadership Community appreciates your work you do on MERLOT, too. 
 
Outstanding Professor Award 
Dr. Kylie Hsu, Associate Editor of MERLOT World Languages Board, 
received the 2007-08 Outstanding Professor Award from California State 
University, Los Angeles (CSULA) on September 15, 2008. Dr. Hsu is 
Professor of Chinese and Linguistics in the Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures. She is currently the Coordinator of the Chinese 
Program and a former Associate Chair of the Department. Over the course 
of her career at CSULA, Dr. Hsu has made significant contributions to the 
academic community and her profession, for which she received early 
tenure and promotion to associate professor, and early promotion to full 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ²ƻƳŀƴ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 
 
MERLOT Gets Published 

The Psychology Editorial Board has recently published an 
article on the psychology resources available in MERLOT. It 
was written by Tom Brinthaupt (Associate Editor), Michelle 



Pilati (Editor), and Beverly King (former Associate Editor).  (Brinthaupt, T. M., Pilati, M., & King, 
B. R. (2008). Psychology teaching resources in the MERLOT digital learning objects catalog. 
Journal of Instructional Psychology, 35, 240-245.)  An online copy of the article can be found at:  
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0FCG/is_3_35/ai_n30972522?tag=content;col1 
 
Cris Guenter and MIC 08 Make the News in the Blogsphere! 
 
! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƭƻƎ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎΣ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
and Learning http://ctl.blog.uvm.edu/ includes in glowing terms our very own 
Dr. Cris Guenter, California State University-Chico who serves on our Teacher 
Education Editorial Board as well as a powerful narrative on the professional 
development value of our MIC 08.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎΥ 

ñMy conference event this year found me in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the ñCity of Lakesò, for the MERLOT 

International Conference  (Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching). Serving as a 
multimedia developer for the Center for Teaching & Learning I felt right at home amongst my peers. On the 
menu this year at MERLOT was WEB 2.0 technologies, collaborative onli ne tools (blogs, wikis), digital 

archives and the hot - topic of the year, online 3D communities as educational spaces.  

The conference, which began August 7th and ran through August 10th was attended by faculty and 
instructional design staff from across the  US and North America, as well as many international attendees. 
Having only attended a few conferences in my life and MERLOT being the biggest and the first professional 

conference I left the Green Mountain State to attend, I was almost shocked by how frie ndly the other 
attendees were, I was delighted to discover that my greatest learning tools were not as much the materials 
being taught at the conference, but the attendees and presenters I interacted with. The conversations that 
occurred after and between sessions were often just as informative as the actual instructional sessions.  

However there were several sessions that I attended that I found of particular interest, one such session, 
Understanding Web 2.0 Technologies: Using Wikis, Blogs & Podcasting  which was presented by Cris 
Guenter  (California State University, Chico) stuck with me through the entire conference. The workshop 
focused on introducing various types of WEB 2 .0 collaborative tools to the audience and giving everyone an 
opportunity to try for them. In my personal situation most of the tools Dr. Guenter introduced to were ones 
we are currently running workshops on at UVM, the value of the session for me came fro m learning how Dr. 

Guenter chose to instruct her audience. Her particular emphasis on ñmash-upsò was exceptional, essentially 
tools on the web that incorporate data from more than one location into a single integrated tool; an example 
would be del.icio.us , a social bookmaking tool, combining social networking with bookmaking links.  

In addition to hosting the conference, the MERLOT organization itself is an excellent repository for 

educational resources. I would suggest ch ecking out their site to see what materials are available for use!   
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm  

Many of the lectures from MERLOT 2007 have also been posted to the website so that those that didnôt have 
an opportunity to attend a lecture can still benefit from them. I would be more than happy to discuss 

MERLOT and their academic offerings, feel free to email me cwwebb@uvm.edu  or visit me during my Doctor 
is In Shift in BHL 303, every Tuesday from 12:30 ï 3:00.  

Regards,  
Will Webb  

Center for Teaching and Learningò 

Wow, kudos to Cris and to everyone else who helped to make MIC08 a great experience for Will 
Webb! 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0FCG/is_3_35/ai_n30972522?tag=content;col1
http://ctl.blog.uvm.edu/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/Thursday/Guenter_C_Thursday.ppt
http://del.icio.us/
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
mailto:cwwebb@uvm.edu


Business Professors Win Research Award 
 
Susan Moncada, Associate Editor of the Business Editorial Board, co-
authored a paper with her husband, Tom Moncada, Peer Reviewer for 
Business, entitled, "Skillfully Teaching Accounting and Finance Concepts 
Using Digital Learning Objects."  The paper was presented on October 
27th and received a Research Award from the International Academy of 
Business & Public Administration Disciplines.  The paper showcases 
MERLOT and applies Carla Meskill and Natasha Anthony's (World Languages Editorial Board 
Members) Instructional Conversation (JOLT, 2007) teaching strategies in the foreign languages 
to accounting.  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘΧǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ 
relationships! 

Another Award for Laura 

Laura Franklin, Editor of the World Languages Editorial Board, has been 
selected for the 2008 Helen Warriner-Burke Foreign Language Association of 
Virginia Distinguished Service Award.  She received the award in October at 
the Foreign Language Association of VA annual meeting in Richmond, VA.   
Congratulations to Laura for continuing to be a leader in Foreign Language 

education! 

ï top ï 
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Out and About with MERLOT 
 

MERLOT Booth at League of Innovation   
Recognize any of the folks in the picture?  Phil Moss, Director of 
Educational Partnerships and Planning for MERLOT, Laura 
Franklin, Editor of the World Languages Editorial Board, Michelle 
Pilati, Editor of the Psychology Editorial Board and Co-Editor of 
JOLT, and Ed Perry, Co-Editor of JOLT represented MERLOT and 
JOLT ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ /L¢Σ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 
Information Technology in October in Salt Lake City.  You can see 
the new MERLOT booth where they spent most of the day talking 
with people and handing out flyers.    Thanks to all four of you for continuing to promote 
MERLOT! 

ï top ï 



 

MERLOT Miscellaneous  

We have a new Webmaster for MERLOT, Jason Stanton.  Jason was previously employed by the 
/{¦ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /{¦ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ  He has been busy getting to 
know the MERLOT system and procedures.  In fact, he is currently attending GRAPE Camp to 
find out about the MERLOT Peer Review Process.  Jason will be attending the Midyear Meeting 
and will get to interact with the Project Directors and Editors .   

  

ï top ï 

MERLOT Meeting Notices  
The Midyear Meeting for Project Directors and Editors will be held January 29-31 in Dallas, 
Texas at the Magnolia Hotel.  Project Directors and Editors will be meeting together to help 
plan MERLOT activities and projects for the upcoming year. Because a number of individuals 
have been impacted by budget cuts, part of the meeting will have an online component to 
make sure we have input from all Partners .  The hotel number for reservations is 1-888-915-
1110, while registration for the meeting can be found here. 
 

 

Cathy’s Corner 
 

Dear Cathy: 
I’ve recently heard about Editorial Board Members being “supported” and 
others being “unsupported.”  I looked up “supported” in my Word Thesaurus 
and found synonyms such as “encouraged,” “defended,” “assisted,” and 
“cheered on.”  I really like doing the Peer Reviews and being on the Editorial 
Board.  In fact, I feel very encouraged, defended, assisted, and cheered on by my 

Editor as well as others on my Editorial Board.  Our conference calls make my day.  So, does that 
mean I am Supported? 
Sincerely, 
What Am I? 
 
Dear What Am I? 
Hopefully, we can straighten you out.  As you know, MERLOT is sustained, both financially and 
with in-kind support, by our Academic Partners.  The in-kind support includes nominating 
people to be on the Editorial Board as well as supporting them by paying their expenses for 

https://www.concentra-cms.com/register/start.action?confId=37


traveling to the MIC (Project Directors and all Editorial Board Members) and Midyear Meeting 
(Project Directors and Editors).  It is up to each Academic Partner to determine whether or not 
there will be any additional support (i.e. stipend, course release, etc.) for those participating.  
Additionally, some of our Academic Partners require that their supported individuals take part 
in other activities such as doing workshops, presentations, etc. 
 
Our System Partners are asked to support four people on Editorial Boards, preferably one being 
an Editor.  A number of those partners support more than four.  Our Campus Partners are asked 
to support two people on Editorial Boards.   
 
With the growth in disciplines, and with the need for more completed peer reviews, we have 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ άǳƴǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘέ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  As long as 
they meet the requirements for Editorial Board Members, they are certainly welcome.  In fact, 
we have several Editorial Boards that are comprised of all unsupported people.  We even have 
a number of Editors who are unsupported.  In fact, that is the reason we developed the Peer 
Reviewer Extraordinaire so that these individuals can attend the MERLOT International 
Conference. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘέ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
by one of our Academic Partners.  You would have received a formal appointment letter this 
fall.  And if you are supported, we look forward to seeing you in San Jose at MIC09! 
 
Cheers, 

Cathy 

 

JOLT – the Journal of Online Learning and Teaching 

The Winter issue of the MERLOT Journal of Online Learning and 
Teaching (JOLT) will be available online December 15th with 16 
papers by authors from the USA, Canada, and Australia. In addition, 
the JOLT website (http://jolt.merlor.org) received nearly 5800 
visitors in November, which is over twice the number of visitors 

during the same period a year ago. If you would like to be notified when new issues of JOLT are 
available, just visit the JOLT website and click on the SUBSCRIBE link.  
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MERLOT Statistics  

 

MERLOT Collection as of December 10, 2008  

20,947 # items in Collection  

2,665 # of materials w/ a Peer Reviews 

1,047 # of materials w/ an assignment 

65,390 # of Registered Users  

 
Usage Statistics for January 1 ï December 1, 2008 

455,521 Total unique visits 

4,536 Avg. # visits a day 

18.5% Avg. visitor repeat rate  

5 Avg. # pages/visit  

6 min 32 sec Avg. length of visit  

  
 
 

Are you interested in writing for From the Vineyard, or adding news and updates? From the 
Vineyard is published December, April, and September. Getting your information in print is 
easy.  Send your submission to Cathy Swift by the first Wednesday of the month in which 
you wish it to be published. Unfortunately we canôt publish all articles/stories in each issue; 
if you donôt see your story in the issue, we promise to try to get it into the next one!  

 
 

mailto:cswift@calstate.edu?subject=Vineyard%20Submission

