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From Your Wine Steward 1 Gerry Hanley

Dear MERLOT Leadership Community,

It was terrific seeing many of you at the 2008 MERLOT International Conference! My many thanks to the
host i Deborah Proctor and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, to the Program Chair i Ray
Purdom, the entire MIC 2008 Program Committee and our very own Cathy Swift, Deb Smith, and Jenn
Cummings. The common comment made to me by conference participants was that the MIC was where
presenters provide honest, practical advice about putting innovations into practice.

As youdl |l see in the Awards section od@dedidated Vi neyard, w
educators who continue make MERLOT better through their leadership. They are all role models that
inspire me and the MERLOT team to work even harder to make MERLOT ever better.

|l 6d |l i ke to thank all the Prmhercs Whao egdrotrisc iamalt ed iitrori
Meet i ngo aMourengagedMdiscGssions and insights on what we can do to get more people

Ahookedo on MERLOT is the fuel for the MERROdngt eambds p
you qualitycommuni cati ons packages is -dm& loifstt.he items on our



THANK YOU once again for making MERLOT an international leader in OER (Open Educational
Resources). We are making a difference in peoplebs education

Cheers,
Gerry

Fpiored

Feature Article - 2008 MERLOT International Conference a Rousing
Success!

top

The MICO08, with a theme of MERLOT: Still Blazing the Trail and Meeting New
Challenges in the Digital Age, was a great success with more than 400 attendees
that included faculty, administrators, instructional designers and students from
around the world. Attendees participated in workshops, presentations, learning
2’ A circles, informal groups, and conversations to network to make new friends and
. > m ~ colleagues as well as find new resources, techniques and teaching strategies.

= You can access the presentations the have been sent in by participants at the
following site: http://conference.merlot.org/2008/Program2008.html

Our three keynote speakers, Darcy Hardy (Texas Online), Bernie Dodge (San

Diego State University) and Robbie Melton (Tennessee Board of Regents) all

were stimulating, entertaining, and motivating. In fact, our follow-up survey of

attendees indicated that we figrabbed the br.:
We thank them for adding their inspirational messages to the conference.

(Pictured is Robbie Melton receiving her MERLOT bottle of wine from Gerry

Hanley). To hear any of the three wonderful keynote speakers, go to
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/keynotes.html.

We also want to thank our corporate sponsors who manned their display booths for two full days to
provide information for attendees as well as to answer questions. Those include our Gold Sponsors:
Avenet, Desire2Learn, Elluminate, Follett, Giunti Labs, Soft Chalk, Turning Technologies, and Wiley Plus;
the Silver Sponsors: BlackBerry, Blackboard, and TechSmith; and our Patron Sponsors: Angel Learning,
LodeStar, Pearson Learning Solutions, Unicon, and Wimba. Their sponsorships enabled us to provide
more amenities for conference participants.

A special thank you goes to two of our fiembeddedo tech
this yeadlrubrsniMIgC.Technol ogies provided t hkegresentérs, | i cker so
enabling the audience to actively participate. Addi ti onally, TechSmith provided t

technology for some of the presenters. We hope to provide more of these oppc
technology during future conferences.

We want to thank our host for the conference, Minnesota State

Colleges and Universities, which provided many resources to the
conference, including laptops for our email stations, audio- visual
equipment, arrangements for the paintings in the Connections Room,
and of course, many attendees. Colleagues from the system also



http://conference.merlot.org/2008/Program2008.html
http://conference.merlot.org/2008/keynotes.html

were hosts for t-dreosnudcs,ed sWhiilchidemaebl ed conference att «
restaurants with a group of people. In the picture to the right, Dr. Linda Baer, Senior Vice Chancellor of

Academic/Student Affairs, greets attendees in the opening session, while Deborah Proctor, MIC08

Conference Chair appears in the background.

None of this would have been possible, however, without the year-long hard work by the MIC08
Conference Committee. We thank Deborah Proctor (Minnesota State Colleges and Universities) for her
leadership of the group and the following members of the committee: Lynn Aaron (SUNY), Regan
Caruthers (Cal State Chancellors Office), Jenn Cummings (CONCENTRA-CMS), Moustapha Diack
(Louisiana), Diane Didier (Louisiana Board of Regents), Laura Franklin (VCCS), Idana Hamilton
(VCCS), Judy Johnson (Tennessee Board of Regents), Wade Maki (UNC-Greensboro), Janet Megill
(CCC), Jane Moore (National Louis University), Bill Paquette (VCCS), Ray Purdom (UNC-Greensboro),
Surajit Sen (SUNY), Debbie Smith (CONCENTRA-CMS), Bob Sproule (University of Waterloo), and
Cathy Swift ( Cal State Chancell ords Office).

A special thank you goes to the following people from the committee who went fiabove and bey
conference: The Megill Family (Dave, Don, Janet, and Cindy) who put
together all the materials for the conference bags. (To quote Dave,
AFrom keynote speaker t dudpignsentwhd f
sat at the MERLOT Help Desk through the entire conference to

coordinate the Session Chairs; Wade Maki and his crew of three friends
who showed up Sunday afternoon to help pack up and mail the 30+
packages that had to be sent out; the CONCENTRA-CMS Team of

Debbie Smith and Jenn Cummings who worked behind the registration
desk to greet people and solve problems.

rto);

The final general session ended with the creation of the MERLOT Code,

introduced by Gerry Hanley with the assistance of the Megills. Now, those

who did not attend are going to ask the qu
their hands on their backsides?0

i hored

Feature Article - MERLOT Awards Presented

Each year at the MIC, because so many MERLOT Members are gathered together, we present the
MERLOT award winners with their awards at a special luncheon.

Exemplary Online Learning Materials - Classics Awards This year, seven of the Classics Award
winners came to the conference and demonstrated their learning material in a special session. Those
attending include:

Biology i Concepting Concepts i Bob Jeanne and Jan Cheetham
(University of Wisconsin)

Chemistry i 3DMolSym i Michael Sigalas and Nickolas
Charistos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki- Greece)
(Pictured at right)

Health Sciences i Outbreak at Watersedge i Debra Olson and
Amy Scheller (University of Minnesota)



History i Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History i Peter Gossage (University of Usherbrooke i
Canada)

Mathematics i Demos with Positive Impact i David Hill (Temple University) and Lila Roberts (Georgia
College and State University)

World Languages - Rutgers Multimedia Chinese Teaching System i Ching-I Tu and Holly
Tyson (Rutgers University)

Those receiving an award but not attending include:
e Business i E Commerce Business Ethics Case i Terry Morris
e Faculty Development i In Plain English i Lee LaFeber
e Music i The Emerson String Quartet: The Bartok Quartets i Weill Music Institute at Carnegie
Hall.
e Physics i Math and Physics Applets i Paul Falstad
e Teacher Education i Pageflakes i Dan Cohen

Service Awards

Distinguished Service

Long-time MERLOT supporter, Mike Abbiatti (formerly with Louisiana Board

of Regents and now with the state of Arkansas) was honored with

MERLOT6s Distinguished Service Mkeard, MER
had this to say about MERLOT: iGerry Hanl ey has assembl ec
outstanding group of professionals who not only promise superior

leadership and services but also deliver beyond expectations. MERLOT

has been, and will continue to be, an integral part of the New Louisiana and

acore component of the watubnahdi ot eedatc abd
am extremely proud to have been a very small participant in the success of

MERLOT thus far. The future will be even more exciting as MERLOT continues to push the envelope of

teachingand | earning at every |l eveléln summary, I am both I
MERLOT. | will be forever grateful to Phil Moss for getting me involved in MERLOT and to Gerry Hanley's

MERLOT family for the tremendous friendship and professional support that | have enjoyed for several

years. | will carry my MERLOT experiences with me into the next phase of my life, with full confidence in

the fact that we will be working together again soon. o

Volunteer of the Year Awards

This year we were able to award three Volunteer of the Year Awards to individuals who are not supported

by one of our academic partners, but who continue to provide service to MERLOT. All three recipients

served on a panel for a presentation at the MIC entitted , fiPeer Revi ewiHomwgYodGam MERLOT:
Get I nvbhivedy@ar és recipients are |listed below along wi

Scott Cooper i Co-Editor of Biology (University of Wisconsin i La Crosse) His Co-Editor in Biology had
: this to say about Scott: iHe compl eted 37 triages, 16
and 9 composite reviews last year. He also added 10 learning materials
and 5 assignments. He works with our peer reviewers and has worked
with adding learning assignments to the Science Education Resource
Center, MERLOT partner. He can always be depended upon to
complete his reviews in a timely manner and adds a great deal to the
camaraderie of the Editori al Board. o




Danny Davis i Associate Editor of Math (Shorter College). His Editor
sai dADUWiri ng the past several years
most productive and most dependable peer reviewer. More than that,
the quality of his work is exceptional! His dedication to MERLOT and

the peer review process as well as his attendance at several MERLOT
International Conferences and has been a source of inspiration to the
Mathteam. | canét speak enough about
MERLOT Math team. o0

Ingrid Ulstad i Peer Reviewer of
Business (University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire). The Associate Editor

of Accountingsaid,il ngri d has been a member of ME
2003, having attended a MERLOT presentation at the North American

Accounting Society in Chicago, IL. As a result of attending that

conference, she contributed her Sweet Treats Corporation Simulation

and signed on as a peer reviewer. Since that time Ingrid has gone

beyond the call of duty in terms of the number of reviews she has

completed. Her reviews are always submitted on time and reflect careful

though with respect to MERLOT review criteria. She has also participated in 2 paper presentations and 1

panel presentation to build the MERLOT community. o

Application of MERLOT Awards

We introduced several new awards this year that expand our recognition beyond learning materials and
service to actual use of MERLOT. These were also awarded at the MIC and recipients presented their
work in special presentations. These awards are particularly exciting because the recipients are
members of the MERLOT Leadership Community.

Institutional Stewardship

The Institutional Stewardship Award is given to an individual or group to recognize efforts to promote
MERLOT at an institutional level. These models can be used to sustain support for MERLOT and that
demonstrate the value of MERLOT. The recipients of the award (individual or group) will have exhibited
an outstanding example of stewardship in spreading the use of MERLOT through-out the campus or
system.

University of Michi ganioVictoMEORd, Prdje@UM Te am
Director for University of Michigan had this to say about the UM Team:

iThe genesis of the MERLOT project ar ose
broader issues brewing on campus: How do we overcome cross-

disciplinary communication barriers? What synergy do we gain in

collaborating cross-disciplinarily? How do we foster a culture of re-use

of appropriate and effective learning objects across the disciplines?

o They addressed the above concern/issues by forming the MERLOT@U-
M Cross d|SC|pI|nary Community of Practice, using the following approach:

e Putalocal branding on MERLOT to make it more connected to their campus

e Select interested faculty and staff from diverse disciplines to join MERLOT@U-M

e Send the selected faculty/staff to the 2006 MERLOT International Conference with each one
committed to participate in MERLOT@U-M throughout the academic year

e Secure travel funding support from the Office of the Provost and the College of Literature, Arts,
and the Sciences, our largest college.



e Solicit decentralized support/approval for the sel
from their chair/supervisor.

e Obtain centralized support/approval from the Office of Provost

e Push for sponsorship from the external professional or disciplinary societies.

After the conference, the MERLOT@U-M Community of Practice met monthly during 20061 2007 to:
e Promote campus awareness of MERLOT
e Promote campus usage of learning objects

e Develop UM collection of learning objects aimed at the UM marketaswell as MERLOTO

Jim Rutledge i St. Petersburg College i Jim fipioneered the
adaptation of the new MERLOT Personal Collection service for
departmental use by college faculty, both full-time and adjunct.
created six sets of college-wide Department Collections for St.
Petersburg College (SPC) under the usernames of: spcmath,
spcscience, spceducation, spchealthscience, spchistory and
spcbusiness. In the process of doing so, he also developed a
instructional materials on how to establish these customized
Department Collections at any educational institution; these
materials are posted on the MERLOT Mathematics portal under the Teaching column.

The advantages of Department Collections are:
e department faculty can add relevant MERLOT materials and annotations concerning their use of the
collections; these materials and annotations are then available to all department faculty, thus forming
a sense of shared purpose and collaboration
collections encourage departmental use of high-quality, Web-based learning materials
collections provide adjunct faculty, in particular, with a department-specific set of relevant learning
materials
e collections provide a central location for department materials in large, multi-campus institutions
These department collections have certainly helped to raise awareness of MERLOT and its Web-based
resources. Almost all of the 28 SPC faculty who became members of MERLOT since the collections
were established have been members of a department with a Department Collection. In addition, faculty
in those departments use the collections and materials with their students; some of them also have their
students join MERLOT as indicated by MERLOT Membership

Innovative Use of MERLOT

The Innovative Use of MERLOT Award is given to an individual, department, or program that
demonstrates novel, comprehensive, or creative usage and/or application of MERLOT materials and
services. Nominees must provide evidence of an impact on students that can be demonstrated through
gualitative or quantitative research or anecdotal evidence.

Virginia Community College System MERLOT Team i firhrough the
faculty development course, MERLOT 101 Online, authored by Dr.
Laura Franklin and delivered from Northern Virginia Community
College, the VCCS team has provided professional development to
hundreds of VCCS faculty across the Commonwealth for several years.
Laura Franklin, who delivers the course through Blackboard, is the lead



